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ON  THE  OC CA SION  OF  THE  50TH  AN NI VER SARY
OF  OR GAN ISED  RA DI A TION  PRO TEC TION

Ra di a tion pro tec tion, both as a multidisciplinary sci en tific dis ci pline and as an at ti tude, has
largely con trib uted to the pro tec tion of man kind and en vi ron ment against the po ten tial harm of ion iz ing
ra di a tion, safe guard ing its ben e fi cial and harm less use. It cov ers a wide range of do mains and ap pli ca tions
re lated to the de vel op ment and op er a tion of nu clear and ra di a tion-re lated tech nol o gies. Over the past de -
cades, for al most a cen tury, pro fes sion als ac tive in the field of ra di a tion pro tec tion have sig nif i cantly con -
trib uted to the de vel op ment of leg is la tion, reg u la tions, mon i tor ing and con trol, pre dic tion of con se -
quences, and the as sess ment of the risks in volved with the use of ion iz ing ra di a tion.

The harm ful ef fects of ra di a tion and the call for pro tec tion against it were rec og nized rather
early, prac ti cally im me di ately upon the dis cov ery of X-rays. How ever, ra di a tion pro tec tion reg u la tion, at
the in ter na tional level, is re lated to the foun da tion of the In ter na tional Com mis sion on Ra dio log i cal Pro -
tec tion. In the same pe riod, many na tional so ci et ies were es tab lished, plac ing us in a po si tion to cel e brate
the 50th an ni ver sary of or ga nized ra di a tion pro tec tion, both on a na tional and an in ter na tional scale. Fifty
years of or ga nized pro fes sional ac tiv i ties in the area of ra di a tion pro tec tion are cer tainly an ex cel lent oc ca -
sion to sum ma rize the evo lu tion and achieve ments of ra di a tion pro tec tion pro fes sion als in the re gion
known as for mer Yu go sla via.

FOUN DA TION OF THE YU GO SLAV
RA DI A TION PRO TEC TION AS SO CI A TION

Ac tiv i ties in the ra di a tion pro tec tion field in Yu go sla via di ver si fied greatly at the be gin ning of
the '60 s of the 20th cen tury. Only some four years af ter the adop tion of the pro tec tion pol icy, the con di tions 
for the or ga ni za tion of an ex pert meet ing – a sym po sium – were ful filled for the very first time. The Sym -
po sium was held in Portorož (Slovenia), on Oc to ber 8-12, 1963. Al though the first in a se ries, it was a
well-at tended meet ing, as 315 par tic i pants took part in it. It was also a re mark able con fir ma tion of the fact
that a large and al ready suc cess ful ra di a tion pro tec tion pro fes sional com mu nity ex isted in the re gion at the 
time. The es tab lished in ter na tional co-op er a tion and par tic i pa tion in in ter na tional meet ings made pro fes -
sion als aware that na tional ra di a tion so ci et ies had al ready been es tab lished in other coun tries.

Be sides the out stand ing pro gram and the num ber of par tic i pants, the Sym po sium was a no ta ble
oc ca sion be cause the Yu go slav Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion (YRPA) was also es tab lished at the time. 
At the in au gu ral ses sion, a tem po rary man age ment was elected and Grujica Žarkovi} was elected the first
pres i dent. The key stone prin ci ples of the As so ci a tion out lined at its found ing un der lined the need that it
should serve as a link be tween all pro fes sion als and or ga ni za tions in volved in ra di a tion pro tec tion. The
prin ci pal ob jec tives and aims of YRPA were the fol low ing:
– or ga nized ac tiv i ties for a con tin ual im prove ment of the qual ity of the en vi ron ment and the pro tec tion

of the hu man and an i mal pop u la tion from the harm ful ef fects of ra di a tion,
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– or ga nized ini ti a tion and sup port of sci en tific re search in all fields in which ra di a tion sources are em -
ployed for peace ful pur poses,

– con tin u ous train ing of em ploy ees and the ap pli ca tion of ra di a tion pro tec tion prin ci ples,
– over see of an ad e quate so cial sta tus of pro fes sion als em ployed in ra di a tion pro tec tion deal ing with ra -

di a tion sources,
– pro mo tion of pro fes sional and eth i cal prin ci ples in the ap pli ca tion of ra di a tion sources,
– or ga nized ef forts and ful fil ment of re quire ments for a con tin ual ed u ca tion of the pub lic  and in for ma -

tion on ra di a tion and ra di a tion pro tec tion,
– col lab o ra tion with ra di a tion pro tec tion as so ci a tions and so ci et ies from other coun tries and in ter na -

tional or ga ni za tions and pro fes sional and sci en tific ex change pro grams,
– re view and fol low-up of the or ga ni za tion of the sys tem of ra di a tion pro tec tion and pos si ble sug ges -

tions for im prove ment,
– train ing of pro fes sion als work ing with ra di a tion sources in ra di a tion pro tec tion ser vices for ef fi cient

pro ce dures in ac ci den tal con di tions,
– or ga ni za tion of sym po sia, con fer ences, and other sci en tific meet ings,
– ac tive co-op er a tion with the In ter na tional Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion (IRPA) and other in ter na -

tional or ga ni za tions and as so ci a tions in the field of ra di a tion pro tec tion and par tic i pa tion in in ter na -
tional pro fes sional and sci en tific con fer ences and meet ings, and

– co-op er a tion with other as so ci a tions pro fes sion ally in ter ested in the field.
From 1963-1972, the name of the so ci ety was the Yu go slav So ci ety for Ra dio log i cal Pro tec -

tion, in the pe riod from 1972-2003, it was known as the Yu go slav Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion and, in 
2005, it was re named to Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion of Ser bia and Montenegro, as it is rec og nized to
this day.

It must be noted that the first days of YRPA were also as so ci ated with cer tain dif fi cul ties re lat -
ing to prob lems of a tech ni cal and fi nan cial na ture. How ever, these dif fi cul ties were soon over come,
thanks to the en thu si asm of mem bers who con trib uted to the or ga ni za tion of the So ci ety, thus re sult ing in
the nor mal iza tion of the As so ci a tion's ac tiv i ties in 1966.  In the pe riod from 1979-1981, all of the re pub lics 
and prov inces of for mer Yu go sla via es tab lished their own ra di a tion pro tec tion so ci et ies and these so ci et -
ies be come col lec tive mem bers of YRPA. Some of them, as the Cro atian and Slovenian na tional as so ci a -
tions are, at pres ent, ac tive pro fes sional so ci et ies and mem bers of the IRPA. The gen eral as sem bly of
YRPA was es tab lished reg u larly, at the sym po sia of YRPA.

MEM BER SHIP IN THE IN TER NA TIONAL RA DI A TION
PRO TEC TION AS SO CI A TION (IRPA)

Since the found ing of YRPA, ef forts have been made to con tact and co op er ate with sim i lar or -
ga ni za tions within the coun try and abroad. YRPA rep re sen ta tives have par tic i pated in the IRPA in au gu ral
meet ing, held in Paris in 1964, as well as its first an nual meet ing and con gress in Rome, in 1966.  The Yu -
go slav Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion be came a le gally rec og nized mem ber of  IRPA in 1969. 

SYM PO SIA, BUL LE TINS, AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

In the pe riod from 1963-1991, the YRPA or ga nized a num ber of sym po sia and in ter na tional and 
re gional meet ings, as well as some spe cial ized meet ings re lated to the par tic u lar topic of ra di a tion pro tec -
tion. The con fer ences were the sig nif i cant ac tiv i ties of the YRPA at the time, both in terms of top ics cov -
ered and of the num ber of par tic i pants pres ent, as shown in tab. 1. The sym po sia were held reg u larly, in bi -
an nual in ter vals, from 1963-2013.

In the 50-year long his tory of ra dio log i cal pro tec tion, 27 reg u lar sym po sia with more than 4000
par tic i pants and 2810 pre sen ta tions took place. In spite of all dif fi cul ties, YRPA up held the tra di tion of
pub lish ing the pro ceed ings of the sym po sia. Based on the top ics of the pa pers pub lished, it is ob vi ous that
the So ci ety kept a tra di tion of a multidisciplinary ap proach in ra di a tion pro tec tion. Pa pers cov ered both
fun da men tal and ap plied as pects of ra dio log i cal pro tec tion. In many cases, the top ics re lated to ac tual nu -
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clear ac ci dents or sim i lar events rel e vant to ra di a tion pro tec tion were also pre sented. Over all, the ma jor ity
of pa pers dealt with prob lems in radioecology, fol lowed by top ics in radiobiology, do sim e try, ra di a tion
mea sure ments and many oth ers.

As men tioned, be sides reg u lar bi an nual sym po sia, the matic meet ings and con fer ences fol -
lowed by pub lished pro ceed ing were or ga nized oc ca sion ally:
– Pop u la tion Ex po sure to Ex ter nal Ra di a tion Due to Non-Med i cal Uses of Ra di a tion Sources,

Arandjelovac, Yu go sla via, May 20-21, 1976,
– Health Sur veil lance of  Med i cal Work ers, Cavtat, Yu go sla via, Oc to ber 13-15, 1988,
– Nat u ral Sources of Ra di a tion, Bel grade, Yu go sla via, 1995 (ed. M. Kova~evi}), and
– Chernobyl, 10 Years af ter the Ac ci dent, Budva, Yu go sla via, June 4-7, 1996.

Start ing with the '60s, up to the end of the '80s, YRPA reg u larly pub lished bul le tins 3-4 times
per year, bring ing im por tant in for ma tion re lated to the ac tiv i ties of the so ci ety, its ex ec u tive board, ac tual
top ics in ra di a tion pro tec tion, in ter ac tions with other sim i lar pro fes sional so ci et ies, re ports from rel e vant
or ga ni za tions ded i cated to the is sues of ra di a tion pro tec tion, news from IRPA and the lat est lit er a ture on
the topic. The first is sue of the bul le tin was pub lished in 1965. Ac cord ing to the in for ma tion pro vided in
the bul le tins, it is in ter est ing to note that YRPA had an im por tant li ai son role be tween pro fes sional ra di a -
tion pro tec tion or ga ni za tions, pro vid ing in struc tions for im ple ment ing new ap proaches and meth od ol o -
gies or uni fy ing the re ports on mea sure ments. It also has to be noted that mem bers of the YRPA had, at the
time, pro vided ed u ca tional ma te rial for pub lic use, re lated to ra dio log i cal pro tec tion. Un for tu nately, due
to lack of ad e quate sup port, the ma te rial has never been pub lished. 
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Ta ble 1. Sym po sia on ra di a tion pro tec tion held from 1963-2013

No Year Venue Number of participants Number of papers

I 1963 Portoro` 310 162

II 1965 Mostar 250 48

III 1967 Banja Luka 210 88

IV 1969 Ba{ko Polje 250 151

V 1970 Bled 200 110

VI 1972 Ohrid 160 96

VII 1973 Kastel Stari 150 92

VIII 1975 Herceg Novi 150 83

IX 1977 Jajce 150 109

X 1979 Arandjelovac 120 88

XI 1981 Portoro` 150 116

XII 1983 Ohrid 200 139

XIII 1985 Pula 250 182

XIV 1987 Novi Sad 250 117

XV 1989 Pri{tina 150 119

XVI 1991 Neum 130 108

XVII 1993 Beograd 120 74

XVIII 1995 Be~i}i 106 86

XIX 1997 Golubac 95 75

XX 1999 Tara 105 90

XXI 2001 Kladovo 94 82

XXII 2003 Petrovac 100 80

XXIII 2005 Donji Milanovac 80 69

XXIV 2007 Zlatibor 95 75

XXV 2009 Kopaonik 74 64

XXVI 2011 Tara 82 78

XXVII 2013 Vrnja~ka Banja 80 97



CUR RENT SIT U A TION 

The long-stand ing tra di tion of ra dio log i cal pro tec tion pro vided a sound ba sis for the na tional
so ci et ies cur rently ex ist ing in the re gion. The so ci et ies ac tive in the re gion at pres ent are: Cro atian Ra di a -
tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion, Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion of Ser bia and Montenegro, and Slovenian
Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion. All three are mem bers of the IRPA. Cro atian and Ser bian so ci et ies reg -
u larly or ga nize bi an nual na tional sym po sia at tract ing a num ber of ex perts and ra di a tion pro tec tion pro fes -
sion als from their re spec tive coun tries and the re gion. For many years, there is a for mal co-op er a tion be -
tween the two so ci et ies in the form of a reg u lar ex change of del e gates and par tic i pa tion of sci en tists from
one coun try at na tional sym po sia of the other.

At pres ent, the Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion of Ser bia and Montenegro has ap prox i mately
100 ac tive mem bers and acts as a pro fes sional and non-profit or gani sa tion with the aim of im prov ing the
pro tec tion of peo ple and en vi ron ment from the harm ful ef fects of ra di a tion. The prin ci pal ac tiv ity of the
as so ci a tion is that of en cour ag ing or ga nized re search in all fields of the ap pli ca tion and use of ra di a tion
sources and of stim u lat ing and mon i tor ing the pro fes sional and eth i cal prin ci ples in the ap pli ca tion of ra -
di a tion sources. The as so ci a tion ac tively par tic i pates in the draft ing and re view ing of na tional reg u la tion
re lated to ra di a tion pro tec tion, co-op er ates with other pro fes sional so ci et ies and ra di a tion pro tec tion as so -
ci a tions from other coun tries, as well as with in ter na tional or ga ni za tions and as so ci a tions. To gether with
the Ser bian Nu clear So ci ety, the Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion of Ser bia and Montenegro is the
co-founder of the in ter na tional sci en tific jour nal Nu clear Tech nol ogy and Ra di a tion Pro tec tion.
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